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Migrants received
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SITUATION OVERVIEW
Since the conflict began, Yemen’s economy has shrunk by more than half. Indicators show no sign of improvement – the Yemeni
Riyal (YER) hit a historic low in October trading at over YER 1,450 to USD 1. This triggered food prices to soar further across
the south and Ma’rib, eroding the purchasing power of most Yemenis and leaving many unable to meet their basic needs. At
the same time, COVID-19 continues to take a toll on communities amid low vaccine supply. As of 31 October, Yemen has only
received enough COVID-19 vaccine doses to cover 1.5 per cent of its population.
Violence continued to escalate and exacerbate the humanitarian needs in Yemen this month. October saw one of the highest
rates of displacement with IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) recording at least 28,488 displaced individuals, bringing
the total number of people who experienced displacement at least once since the beginning of this year to 108,396 people.
According to a needs assessment conducted by DTM, approximately 40 per cent of displaced individuals in October reported
that their main need is shelter, followed by lack of access to food (25%), highlighting alarming levels of needs amid restricted
humanitarian access.
Ma’rib remained the worst affected with escalating hostilities driving displacement and humanitarian needs at an unprecedented
rate. Nearly 5,000 households were displaced between September and November – 3,500 in October alone – making it the
highest rate of displacement recorded in 20211. In the 34 IDP sites that IOM manages, more than 4,100 new arrivals have been
registered and referred for emergency assistance and IOM teams scaled up response to the growing needs by providing cash,
shelter and other emergency support. The Organization renewed its call on all parties of the conflict to respect international
humanitarian law and protect civilians. Hostilities have also escalated significantly in Shabwah and Al Bayda Governorates resulting
in civilian casualties, renewed displacement and further restricted civilians’ movements as well as humanitarian organizations’
access to people in need.
Humanitarian needs continued growing on the west coast of Yemen as a result of conflict-driven displacement, weakened public
services and limited presence of humanitarian organizations. IOM scaled up its multi-sectoral response activities, improving
services in hard-to-reach areas in the region. The Organization expanded lifesaving interventions in 13 displacement sites,
providing shelter, clean water, healthcare, latrines, cash and essential relief items to thousands of families in need.
1. According to IOM RRM registration and DTM data
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Thousands of migrants remain stranded in Yemen, often trapped between frontlines with inadequate access to basic services.
Many are held against their will by smugglers and are at grave risk of exploitation and abuse. They often face movement
restrictions and exploitation by smugglers, being forced to work to pay off debts or to work as domestic labourers for
example. Despite the ongoing conflict and humanitarian crisis, migrants in desperate search of work opportunities continue
to travel through dangerous, irregular routes with smuggling networks to arrive to Yemen in hopes of reaching neighbouring
Saudi Arabia. IOM’s DTM estimated that 4,300 migrants arrived in Yemen during October, with an estimated total of 20,380
migrant arrivals since the beginning of the year. IOM has supported the return of 1,948 migrants since January 2021, including
277 migrants in October – of whom 264 were Ethiopian. Registration for VHR continued this month. To date, more than
1,850 Ethiopian migrants whose documents were verified in 2021 by Ethiopian officials have all returned home. Future VHR
operations to Ethiopia are currently suspended because of the current conflict dynamics in Ethiopia. IOM is working closely with
partners to assess the situation and hopes to resume movements as soon as possible.

COVID-19 RESPONSE
Despite severe underreporting, a total of 712 new cases and 159 deaths were
reported in October, bringing the total number of reported cases in Yemen since
the start of the pandemic to 9,735. Although this is lower than September when
it spiked to 1,210 cases, it is clear a third wave of COVID-19 is still sweeping
through the country and taking a heavy toll on communities. The pandemic’s
severe impact on Yemen has weakened public health systems, particularly in
displaced communities that already have limited access to hygiene and sanitation
services.
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As of 31 October, Yemen received enough COVID-19 doses to only cover 1.5
per cent of its population with a total of 547,019 vaccine doses administered
so far. The ongoing conflict, limited vaccine supply and doubts around vaccine
safety remain the main challenges to contain the outbreak while safeguarding
the existing health system from collapse. IOM continued to work with the local
authorities to increase testing capacity and essential health services through the
provision of testing machines, personal protective equipment (PPE) and training
for public health workers.
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In October, IOM-supported health facilities conducted more than 23,752
COVID-19 screenings. Moreover, a total of 1,500 Yemenis, including displaced
people, have been vaccinated in these facilities. IOM also tested 93 migrants for
COVID-19 in Aden ahead of their return through the Voluntary Humanitarian
Return (VHR) programme. In Lahj, IOM health teams provided a training on
infection, prevention and control of diseases, including COVID-19 to 20 nurses
working in IOM-supported facilities.
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As part of its VHR assistance to stranded migrants in Yemen, IOM installed
four testing machines in its Migrant Response Points (MRP) in Aden to ensure
migrants are tested before they return to their home countries. The Organization
advocates for more equitable access to vaccines for IDPs and migrants regardless
of their legal status.
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CAMP COORDINATION & CAMP MANAGEMENT (CCCM)
IOM continued providing CCCM support to 75 IDP hosting sites in October,
including carrying out site improvements, coordinating service delivery and conducting
community mobilization and committee empowerment activities.
In response to the increased displacement in Ma’rib, the CCCM teams registered more
than 4,100 newly displaced people and referred them for emergency assistance. The
teams scaled up response to the growing needs by providing cash, shelter and other
emergency support.
In Al Jufainah displacement site in Ma’rib, the CCCM teams carried out 1,435 shelterto-shelter awareness campaigns on solid waste management and reached 11,482
displaced people. The teams also provided hygiene materials to 199 female-headed
households in Al Jufainah, four mosques and a school. IOM provided 135 households
who don’t have access to electricity with solar power system. The teams also
completed maintenance works at five playgrounds in the same site. Moreover, IOM
organized recreational activities for 407 children with the aim of promoting positive
mental behaviors and distributed school bags to 214 students in three IDP sites.
In Marib Al Wadi, the construction of a carpentry and welding workshop was
completed and will be used to provide vocational trainings to IDPs to help them
acquire income generating skills and support site maintenance activities.

78%

Target
Reached

133,653 Displaced

people supported in 75
IDP hosting sites

132%
Target
Reached

7 Infrastructure and

maintenance projects
completed in IDP hosting sites

In south Ta’iz, IOM provided solar power system to 203 households who don’t have access to electricity in two IDP sites.
Moreover, the households received awareness sessions and participated in focus group discussions on solar power lighting
and safe use of the system. An additional 2,050 households were registered to receive solar power systems on the west
coast. As part of the flood risk reduction activities, the teams continued monitoring the ongoing construction of water
channels in two displacement sites in south Ta’iz. Through a cash for work initiative led by IDP laborers, the CCCM teams
continued supporting ground levelling works and upgrading drainage systems in four sites in preparation for the installation
of transitional shelters, benefitting 622 households.
In Ibb, the CCCM teams provided first-aid training to 50 displaced health focal points in two IDP hosting sites. Moreover,
the teams provided training to eight IDPs on the installation and maintenance of drainage systems. The teams supported six
community-led cleaning campaigns benefiting 261 displaced households in six displacement sites. IOM teams also provided
materials and technical support to six households to upgrade their shelters’ doors.

IOM staff registers a newly displaced woman in Ma’rib © IOM 2021 / E. Al Oqabi
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HEALTH
To improve access to health services, IOM continued supporting 27 health facilities and 11
mobile medical teams (MMTs) through the provision of medical supplies and equipment,
referral services, capacity building and incentives for healthcare workers in Aden, Lahj,
Sana’a, Shabwah, Ta’iz, Al Hodeidah and Ma’rib governorates. Among the IOM-supported
health facilities, 54,282 primary health care consultations were conducted, including 3,046
consultations for migrants.
In response to the increasing displacement in Ma’rib, the health teams provided emergency
health kits to the local facilities to meet the immediate health needs of 100,000 people.
IOM teams also provided 2,500 birth delivery kits to the health facilities in Ma’rib to support
reproductive health services.

133%
Target
Reached

54,282 Primary health
care consultations
conducted

The health teams commemorated World Mental Health Day with the participation of a
number of migrants and other vulnerable groups who engaged in recreational psychosocial
activities that promote positive mental health behaviors in Sana’a. The Organization also
provided medicine and medical supplies to health facilities in Amran and Sana'a governorates.

129%

IOM’s health teams play a key role in departure preparations for those voluntarily willing to
return via IOM’s Voluntary Humanitarian Return (VHR) as well as in supporting resettlement
movements. The health teams conducted pre-departure medical screenings for 277 migrants
who returned home via the VHR programme. IOM conducts pre-departure medical
screenings to ensure that individuals are fit to travel and special medical needs are addressed.

9 Health facilities received

Target
Reached

medical supplies and
equipment

As part of its support to the National Malaria Program (NMCP), the National AIDS Program (NAP) and the National
Tuberculosis Control Program (NTP), IOM trained 30 public health workers in hospitals and blood banks on HIV testing
and international standards for blood transfusion safety in Ma’rib. Moreover, the NAP teams conducted three workshops
with the participation of 30 religious scholars and leaders on their role in the HIV prevention and AIDS control guidelines
in Al Hodeidah. The NMCP provided technical training to 478 public health workers and community volunteers on case
management and reporting in Al Mukalla, Hadramawt, Shabwah and Sana’a. Moreover, the NTP team provided training to
13 medical doctors in Hadramawt.

An IOM mobile medical team doctor inspects a displaced child on the west coast region of Yemen © IOM 2021 / E. Al Oqabi

4

SITUATION REPORT

IOM YEMEN SEPTEMBER 2021

SHELTER & NON-FOOD ITEMS (S-NFI)
Through the IOM-managed nationwide Multisectoral Contingency Stock Pipeline, IOM and partners provided

84
Family tents

105
Emergency shelters

799
Essential household kits

642
Plastic sheets

249
hygiene kits

16 thousand

liters of fuel in Sana’a, Amran and Dhamar
enabling more than 11,394 people to have
continued access to clean water, improved
sanitation and essential health care services.

to 1,164 displaced households who were affected by conflict, flood, and fire incidents in Ma’rib, Taiz, Al-Hodeidah, Abyan,
and Al Jawf.

In October, the teams competed the construction
of 225 transitional shelters in two IDP sites on the
west coast. The SNFI team distributed the first
26%
22%
Target
Target
installment of cash for shelter rehabilitation grant to
Reached
Reached
83 households in two IDP sites in Al Hodeidah. After
conducting assessments and verification exercise for
the shelters in Al Qadhi and Al Yabily sites, the teams
508 Households provided 799 Households provided
identified 319 households eligible for transitional shelter
with emergency shelter
with essential non-food
support. These households reside in collective centres,
materials
items (NFI)
makeshift shelters, old transitional shelters and informal
settlements. IOM assistance enables families to live in safe, secure and dignified shelters. The design of these activities is guided by
beneficiary preferences, local practices and housing, land and property conditions. The shelters are made using locally sourced
materials and the process ensures community ownership and participation through focus group discussions and consultations.

Newly displaced people receive emergency shelter items in Ma’rib © IOM 2021 / E. Al Oqabi

CASH
Multi-purpose cash assistance helps some of the most vulnerable meet their basic needs
and reduce their reliance on negative coping mechanisms which have been exacerbated by
98%
COVID-19 pandemic and the prolonged conflict in Yemen toped up by the hyperinflation
Target
Reached
and the currency devaluation. In October, IOM provided multi-purpose cash assistance
to 2,327 households in Ma’rib, Sana’a, Al Bayda, Abyan, Ibb, Taiz, Al Dhale’e, Al Hodeidah,
and Hajjah. The cash transfers were conducted by an IOM contracted financial service
2,327 Newly displaced
provider via static offices and mobile teams to reach beneficiaries in remote areas.
households supported with
Additionally, IOM supported 940 newly displaced households in Ma’rib and Ma’rib Al
Multi-Purpose Cash Assistance
Wadi districts with rapid response aid kits to cover their basic needs. As co-lead of the
Rapid Response Mechanism and the Cash Consortium in Yemen, IOM is contributing towards harmonized and coordinated
cash programming, and ensuring that emergency needs are met at the onset of displacement.
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WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH)
IOM’s WASH activities target displaced people, migrants, host communities, as well as
people living in cholera or malaria-affected areas, and those most at risk of contracting
COVID-19 or other infectious diseases. In October, IOM supported 181,154 people
with access to safe and appropriate WASH services. This included providing more than
16,078,500 liters of safe water to 97,443 displaced people through vouchers and water
trucking in 16 displacement sites in Ma’rib, Ta’iz and the west coast region. In response
to the increasing displacement in Ma’rib and Ta’iz, the WASH teams provided 208 water
tanks to 1,237 newly displaced people. The teams also supported water networks by
providing and installing submersible pumps and pipes for improved access to water to
21,924 IDPs in 10 sites in Ma’rib.
IOM completed the construction of 230 latrines benefiting 1,723 IDPs in eight IDP sites
in Ma’rib, Ta’iz and Al Hodeidah, including 14 latrines for persons with disabilities. IOM
also provided solar powered lamps to 346 newly displaced households (2,076 individuals)
to facilitate access to latrines during night in Ma’rib; installed a handwashing facility at Al
Matinah health facility benefiting 1,152 IDPs in At Tuhayta; and supported 7,071 people
by desludging 22 latrines in Ta’iz and four septic tanks in Ma’rib. Moreover, 106,738
people benefited from IOM’s support to a solid waste collection campaign and disposal
of 3,164 cubic meters of waste in 22 IDP sites in Ma’rib, Lahj and Al Hodeidah.

120%
Target
Reached

97,443 People

supported with access to
safe water

73%

Target
Reached

106,738 People benefited
from improved waste
management services

Due to overcrowding in most displacement sites, there is an increased risk of communicable disease outbreaks. To mitigate this
risk and promote community ownership on hygiene and sanitation, IOM teams carried out 519 hygiene promotion sessions in
20 IDP hosting sites in Ma’rib, Ta’iz and the west coast reaching 13,296 displaced people. IDPs also participated in focus group
discussions about COVID-19, environmental hygiene, water preservation and effective maintenance of sanitation facilities.
Awareness raising activities were complemented by the distribution of:

3,088

7,000

4,731

21,744

Basic hygiene kits

Consumable
hygiene kits

Long-lasting
insecticidal nets

Soap bars to 37,322
displaced people

in 51 IDP sites in Ma’rib, Al-Jawf, Ta’iz and the west coast.

AL JAWF

MA'RIB
MA’RIB
AL HODEIDAH

LEGEND
Consumable hygiene kits

TA'IZ

Basic hygiene kits
SOCOTRA

Soap bars
Long-lasting insecticidal nets
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PROTECTION
The ongoing conflict in Yemen continues to exacerbate protection risks for migrants
and IDPs in the country. Thousands of migrants are estimated to be stranded; many
are being held in inhumane conditions with inadequate access to essential services
and food. IOM continues to provide and refer migrants and IDPs requiring specialized
assistance ranging from non-food items, food assistance, shelter support and medical
assistance through referral pathways.
In October, IOM provided protection assistance – including case management, nonfood items kits, service referrals – to 1,134 migrants in Sana’a, Aden and Ma’rib.

60%

Target
Reached

2,552 Migrants received
protection assistance

IOM has supported the return of 1,734 migrants since March 2021, including 277 migrants – of whom 264 were Ethiopian –
in October alone. Registration for VHR continued and the caseload of migrants whose documents were verified by Ethiopian
officials have all returned home. However, additional verification exercise is needed for the remaining caseload which may
be delayed because of the current conflict dynamics in Ethiopia, and IOM is working closely with partners to reassess return
options. IOM also completed construction works on a VHR centre in Aden to provide temporary accommodation to
migrants registered for return assistance.
The protection teams continued carrying out assessments to identify needs among newly displaced people in Ma’rib and
registered 129 cases for protection assistance. IOM teams also distributed 246 hygiene kits to vulnerable migrants and
registered 46 migrant victims of gender-based violence for protection assistance in Ma’rib.

Migrants receive emergency aid items in Ma’rib © IOM 2021 / E. Al Oqabi
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IN FOCUS DISPLACED YEMENI WOMEN STEP UP TO CARE FOR CHILDREN
LEFT BEHIND BY SCOURGE OF WAR
Fire and bullets were flying everywhere, children were crying
and people were running, that is when 30-year-old Nimrah
and her 26-year-old sister Hasna knew it was time to flee
again with only their children.
Years before, Nimrah had lived in Ma'rib with her three
daughters, her sister, who has two children, her mother and
16 sheep. They supported each other to live and raise their
children together.
Nimrah’s husband was killed in a battlefield nearly six years
ago. Hasna had lost her husband in similar circumstances.
The family was first displaced one year ago when they had to
flee to Madghal District in Ma’rib. Two months later, the family
was forced to leave again, this time to Raghwan. Then soon
after, armed clashes intensified there, and they ran for their
lives yet another time.
On that day, the two sisters were hurrying to load a pickup
with their important belongings to escape to safety, but Hasna
never made it. She was shot in the back of her head and killed
immediately.

Nimrah’s young daughter helps to look after Saleh © IOM 2021 / E. Al Oqabi

In the blink of an eye, Nimrah found herself alone, holding her deceased sister’s body in her hands and suddenly responsible
for her young niece and nephew who lost their mother.
After the death of her sister, Nimrah moved again with her children, her mother and Hasna’s two children. She became the
primary caretaker for the entire family.
One of Hasna’s two children was her seven-year-old son Saleh, who suffers from brain atrophy and needs constant
observation and medical care.
“I told my mother that I must go with the children to Ma’rib City to be closer to the hospitals to provide Saleh with the
health care he needs,” Nimrah said.
It has been nearly eight months since Nimrah and the children settled in a site in Ma’rib, and Saleh’s condition kept deteriorating
as the days went by.
Nimrah did not know how she could continue to support Saleh.
Upon the advice of an IOM staff member, Nimrah joined the IOM caregiver programme intended to support people like
her who are providing for sick relatives, vulnerable children or others in need.
“Nimrah was an active woman, and people in the camp trusted her. She is a humanitarian by nature, given the experiences
that she had to live through,” explained Sabah, IOM Camp Coordination and Camp Management Team Member.
In the caregiver training, Nimrah learned safe hygiene, psychosocial welfare and first aid skills. The programme also teaches
participants about measures to prevent against diseases like cholera and COVID-19. Nimrah also now receives a monthly
stipend to help her provide a better life and nutrition for her family.
“Taking Saleh to the hospitals and giving him the recommended medicine is not enough. I have to learn how to take care of
him and how to enhance his overall health, including his hygiene and mental health,” Nimrah said
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TRANSITION AND RECOVERY
IOM supports the recovery of conflict-affected populations in Yemen
through the rehabilitation and construction of schools and other community
infrastructure, the provision of livelihood opportunities to increase
household income and support conflict resolution at the community level.
The Organization’s approach in all activities is to support and conduct
programming that addresses conflict drivers and strengthens local conflict
resolution capacities.
In October, IOM continued these activities in Lahj, Aden, Ma’rib and Hadramawt
to improve access to services in displacement affected communities and
support social cohesion among diverse community members. A total of 48
public-infrastructure activities are at various stages of implementation across
Lahj, Aden, Ma’rib, and Hadramawt. By the end of October, 21 projects had
been completed, 23 were ongoing with construction contractors, and 4 were
in the procurement process.
IOM completed the rehabilitation of two health facilities in Ma’rib city,
benefitting more than 84,000 people, including displaced people. The
rehabilitation, expansion and furnishing of Al Matar Health Unit and Maneen
al Hadad Health Unit, in cooperation with MHU, will serve the population of
Ma'rib city including 18,000 IDPs in Ma’rib.

90%

Target
Reached

44 Public infrastructure

projects completed or ongoing

64%

Target
Reached

223,456 People

benefited from access to
improved basic services

As displacement increased to the city center as a result of escalating hostilities, these services will become crucial to a
growing IDP population. IOM and its implementing partner completed an assessment and identified the needs of 19 public
institutions and five schools in Lahj, Aden and Hadramawt. The Organization is in the process of rolling out assistance
including capacity building and furniture to improve the provision of public services in these institutions.

Construction work is ongoing to add a second floor at Aisha school in Hadramawt. Once completed, the school
will provide improved access to education to 644 students © IOM 2021 / N. Al Namri
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DISPLACEMENT TRACKING MATRIX (DTM)
Conflict remains the main driver of displacement in Yemen particularly in Ma’rib which made
67% of the total displacement tracked in October. IOM's DTM team works to better inform
the humanitarian community about the location and needs of the displaced populations and
identify daily IDP and returnee locations and tracks displacement trends.

4,300 Migrant arrivals

IOM DTM continued to lead the implementation on multi-cluster location assessment (MCLA).
The MCLA provides an evidenced-based needs analysis to support humanitarian partners
tailor their activities to the needs of the most vulnerable populations. Once completed, the
MCLA will provide nationwide data and evidence-based findings for the Humanitarian Needs
Overview to better inform the Humanitarian Response Plan in Yemen. Data collection is
completed in southern governorates and data processing is underway. Moreover, IOM and
partners organized a training of trainers about the MCLA in Sana'a and the field work process
is expected to start soon in the northern governorates.

28,488 Displaced
individuals tracked

DTM’s Rapid Displacement Tracking activities cover 13 governorates where IOM has access. In October, IOM tracked 28,488
displaced individuals who mainly moved within and to Ma’rib, Abyan, Shabwah, and Ta’iz governorates. Of those tracked,
approximately 40 per cent reported that their main need is shelter, while 25 per cent reported that they lacked access to food,
non-food items (15%), financial support (10 per cent), hygiene and sanitation (6 %) and water (4%) also reported to be of concern.
Through flow monitoring, DTM also monitors migrant arrivals mainly in locations across Yemen's southern coastline and the
northern border with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA). The arrival of 4,300 migrants was observed through flow monitoring
points during October, compared to 2,769 arrivals in September. The increase of movement on these routes are likely due to the
improved weather and conditions at sea compared to the month prior. In Lahj, Hadramawt and Shabwah governorates, most
migrants originated from Ethiopia (92%) and Somalia (8%). In total, 71 per cent of recorded migrant arrivals traveled through
Djibouti, and 29 per cent through Somalia. Through the recently established flow monitoring point on the KSA-Yemen land
border point Manfath Alwadeeah (Hadramawt) to track movements, an estimated 6,158 Yemeni returnees were reported to have
entered Yemen from KSA in October comparing to 4,228 in September and 2,769 in August 2021.
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Find all DTM reports on displacement and migration here.

IOM YEMEN’S ACTIVITIES IN OCTOBER 2021 WERE SUPPORTED BY

